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Prompt:

“In this assignment you will apply principles of typographic layout with 
more extensive messages. You will also have the chance to explore the 
semantic and syntactic relationships between images and text. You will 
be introduced to basic typographic and editorial concepts of magazine 
layout. Finally, you will be introduced to narrative and typographic issues 
involved in designing for the print and screen environments.”

Process:

1. Research and Ideation

2. Concept Development / Print Layout

3. System Development / Screen Adaption



Research and Ideation

Finding an article: 

 Initially, I wanted to 

choose an article that had a 

graphically stimulating subject 

with the possible opportunity 

for intensive photography. My 

friend happened to stumble 

across a story from the Seattle 

Times about the Chuckanut 

Rock Trail, and seeing as I am 

an avid hiker in the region, she 

thought of me. 



Asset Development

Considering that the article depicted the trail through very visual verbiage, I wanted to illustrate the feel of 

being on the trail using a combination of trail features and human interaction. This led to a photo-shoot to 

acquire lead art. 



To supplement the human interaction photos, I went back into my archives to find scene setting photos 

from a trip to the hike about a year prior. These images helped to visually introduce the audience to the 

elements of the trail alongside the article’s text. 



First Opening Spreads

With the first spreads I started playing with, 

I got very attached to this particular pho-

to. I knew I wanted to take advantage of 

the high quality images at my disposal and 

therefore started to experiment with the 

type and graphic elements. 



— WHATCOM COUNTY — 
The aptly named Rock Trail weaves between towering sand-
stone walls and truck-sized boulders before descending to-
ward Lost Lake. And if you’ve hiked here through all seasons 
and explored every nook and cranny as Bellingham geologist 
George Mustoe has, you would notice one compelling detail;

Chuckanut’s 
Rock Trail 
brings

DRAMATIC GEOLOGYUP CLOSE
As I began to experiment more with the 
text, the headline began to get more 
dynamic.

Chuckanut’s 
Rock Trail brings

UP CLOSEDRAMATIC GEOLOGY



Continuation

I started off attempting to focus on simplicity with my continua-

tion spreads, but quickly progressed to more complexity. I add-

ed a small, line-drawn illustration of the trail route coordinated 

with photos. However, one of the things I noticed was a tenden-

cy to revert back to design elements I had used earlier in the 

quarter. 



Final Three

Three combinations of opening and 

continuation spreads started to 

stand out. I also started to play with 

a different photo as well as subtle 

cutouts. The trail diagram became 

a common theme and a handful of 

photos stayed consistent. 

WHATCOM COUNTY — 
The aptly named Rock Trail 
weaves between towering 
sandstone walls and truck-
sized boulders before de-
scending toward Lost Lake. 
And if you’ve hiked here 
through all seasons and 
explored every nook and 
cranny as Bellingham geolo-
gist George Mustoe has, you 
would notice one compelling 
detail...

Chuckanut’s 
Rock Trail brings

UP CLOSEDRAMATIC GEOLOGY

“You’re walking literally at the foot of the cliff. 
If you held your arms straight, you would be touching the cliff face,” he says. “The close-up path to the 

rock outcrop — that’s a feature you don’t see in other trails around this area. You can walk for just a half-

hour. It’s not a trail where you have to go a long way to get to the best part.”

Located at the highest point of Larrabee State Park, off Chuckanut Drive, the 

Rock Trail is considered a geological wonder and an engineering marvel in its 

trail design, several geologists say.

Completed last January, it’s one of the few new trails built in Western Wash-

ington in recent years, and one of the most elaborate, for sure, with sweep-

ing stairs, a pedestrian bridge and a half-dozen switchbacks with peek-a-

boo views of Mount Baker, Twin Sisters and, during leaf-free winter months, 

Samish Bay.

At 1.2 miles, this trail connects the Cyrus Gates Overlook at the top of Cleator 

Road to Lost Lake via South Lost Lake Trail. Turn right to Fragrance Lake for 

an additional two-mile hike.
Geology up close 

On other trails, the unusual stratigraphic details of the Chuckanut Range can be seen — with binocu-
lars. But here, you can touch the grainy surface or nose right into the cavities of the sandstone walls.
The trail showcases three rock cliffs, each at least 100 feet high, the walls pocked with cavities so large 
they’re like small caves.
Those cavities — called Tafoni weathering — have grown wider over the decades as moisture burrows 
deeper into them.

“It’s like a microclimate effect,” said Mustoe. “The weathering inside the cavities has accelerated be-
cause of the dampness.” (cont. on page 27)
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— WHATCOM COUNTY — 
The aptly named Rock Trail weaves between towering sandstone walls and 
truck-sized boulders before descending toward Lost Lake. And if you’ve hiked 
here through all seasons and explored every nook and cranny as Bellingham 
geologist George Mustoe has, you would notice one compelling detail;

Geology up close 

On other trails, the unusual stratigraphic details of  
the Chuckanut Range can be seen — with binoculars. 
But here, you can touch the grainy surface or nose 
right into the cavities of  the sandstone walls.
The trail showcases three rock cliffs, each at least 
100 feet high, the walls pocked with cavities so large 
they’re like small caves.
Those cavities — called Tafoni weathering — have 
grown wider over the decades as moisture burrows 
deeper into them.

“It’s like a microclimate effect,” said Mustoe. “The 
weathering inside the cavities has accelerated be-
cause of  the dampness.” (cont. on page 27)

Located at the highest point of  Larrabee State Park, off  Chuckanut 
Drive, the Rock Trail is considered a geological wonder and an engi-
neering marvel in its trail design, several geologists say.

Completed last January, it’s one of  the few new trails built in Western 
Washington in recent years, and one of  the most elaborate, for sure, 
with sweeping stairs, a pedestrian bridge and a half-dozen switchbacks 
with peek-a-boo views of  Mount Baker, Twin Sisters and, during leaf-free 
winter months, Samish Bay.

At 1.2 miles, this trail connects the Cyrus Gates Overlook at the top of  
Cleator Road to Lost Lake via South Lost Lake Trail. Turn right to Fragrance 
Lake for an additional two-mile hike.

“You’re walking CLIFFLITERALLYat the foot of the 

“If you held your arms 
straight, you would be 
touching the cliff face,” he 
says. “The close-up path to 
the rock outcrop — that’s a 
feature you don’t see in oth-
er trails around this area. 
You can walk for just a half-
hour. It’s not a trail where 
you have to go a long way to 
get to the best part.”

Start

1.5 mi

WHATCOM COUNTY — The aptly named Rock Trail weaves between 
towering sandstone walls and truck-sized boulders before descending 
toward Lost Lake. And if you’ve hiked here through all seasons and ex-
plored every nook and cranny as Bellingham geologist George Mustoe 
has, you would notice one compelling detail...

Chuckanut’s 
Rock Trail brings

UP CLOSEDRAMATIC GEOLOGY

Located at the highest point of Larrabee State Park, off Chuckanut Drive, 
the Rock Trail is considered a geological wonder and an engineering marvel 
in its trail design, several geologists say.

Completed last January, it’s one of the few new trails built in Western Wash-
ington in recent years, and one of the most elaborate, for sure, with sweep-
ing stairs, a pedestrian bridge and a half-dozen switchbacks with peek-a-
boo views of Mount Baker, Twin Sisters and, during leaf-free winter months, 
Samish Bay.

At 1.2 miles, this trail connects the Cyrus Gates Overlook at the top of Cle-
ator Road to Lost Lake via South Lost Lake Trail. Turn right to Fr agrance 
Lake for an additional two-mile hike.

Geology up close

On other trails, the unusual stratigraphic details of the Chuckanut Range can be seen — with binocu-
lars. But here, you can touch the grainy surface or nose right into the cavities of the sandstone walls.
The trail showcases three rock cliffs, each at least 100 feet high, the walls pocked with cavities so large 
they’re like small caves.
Those cavities — called Tafoni weathering — have grown wider over the decades as moisture burrows 
deeper into them.

“It’s like a microclimate effect,” said Mustoe. “The weathering inside the cavities has accelerated be-
cause of the dampness.”

“You’re walking

CLIFF.
LITERALLY

at the foot of the 

If you held your arms straight, you would be touching the cliff face,” he says. “The 

close-up path to the rock outcrop — that’s a feature you don’t see in other trails 

around this area. You can walk for just a half-hour. It’s not a trail where you have to go 

a long way to get to the best part.”

Start

1.5 mi
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the Rock Trail is considered a geological wonder and an engineering marvel 
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Completed last January, it’s one of the few new trails built in Western Wash-
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ing stairs, a pedestrian bridge and a half-dozen switchbacks with peek-a-
boo views of Mount Baker, Twin Sisters and, during leaf-free winter months, 
Samish Bay.

At 1.2 miles, this trail connects the Cyrus Gates Overlook at the top of Cle-
ator Road to Lost Lake via South Lost Lake Trail. Turn right to Fr agrance 
Lake for an additional two-mile hike.
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On other trails, the unusual stratigraphic details of the Chuckanut Range can be seen — with binocu-
lars. But here, you can touch the grainy surface or nose right into the cavities of the sandstone walls.
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WHATCOM COUNTY — The aptly named Rock Trail weaves between 
towering sandstone walls and truck-sized boulders before descending 
toward Lost Lake. And if you’ve hiked here through all seasons and ex-
plored every nook and cranny as Bellingham geologist George Mustoe 
has, you would notice one compelling detail...
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Rock Trail brings
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Geology up 
close

On other trails, the 
unusual stratigraphic 
details of the Chucka-
nut Range can be seen 
— with binoculars. But 
here, you can touch the 
grainy surface or nose 
right into the cavities of 
the sandstone walls.
The trail showcases 
three rock cliffs, each at 
least 100 feet high, the 
walls pocked with cavi-
ties so large they’re like 

small caves.
Those cavities — called 
Tafoni weathering — 
have grown wider over 
the decades as mois-
ture burrows deeper 
into them.

“It’s like a microclimate 
effect,” said Mustoe. 
“The weathering inside 
the cavities has accel-
erated because of the 
dampness.” To allow 
close-up views of the 
unusual rock forma-
tions, the Washington 

Trails Association 
constructed a zigzag-
ging 130-step staircase 
down a 400-foot ravine 
and then carved a path 
to run along the sand-
stone walls.

Some of the hole pat-
terns look like a Con-
nect Four game. Others 
have vertical patterns 
that Mustoe says were 
accentuated by the rain-
water cascading down 
the cliff wall.

CLIFF.
LITERALLY

at the foot of the 

If you held your arms straight, you would be touching the cliff face,” 

he says. “The close-up path to the rock outcrop — that’s a feature you 

don’t see in other trails around this area. You can walk for just a half-

hour. It’s not a trail where you have to go a long way to get to the best 

part.”

“You’re walking

Start

1.5 mi

Located at the highest 
point of Larrabee State 
Park, off Chuckanut Drive, 
the Rock Trail is consid-
ered a geological wonder 
and an engineering marvel 
in its trail design, several 
geologists say.

 Completed 
last January, it’s one of 
the few new trails built in 
Western Washington in 
recent years, and one of 
the most elaborate, for 
sure, with sweeping stairs, 
a pedestrian bridge and 
a half-dozen switchbacks 
with peek-a-boo views of 

Mount Baker, Twin Sisters 
and, during leaf-free winter 
months, Samish Bay.

At 1.2 miles, this trail 
connects the Cyrus Gates 
Overlook at the top of 
Cleator Road to Lost Lake 
via South Lost Lake Trail. 
Turn right to Fragrance 
Lake for an additional two-
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toward Lost Lake. And if you’ve hiked here through all seasons and ex-
plored every nook and cranny as Bellingham geologist George Mustoe 
has, you would notice one compelling detail...

Chuckanut’s 
Rock Trail brings

UP CLOSEDRAMATIC GEOLOGY

WHATCOM COUNTY — The aptly named Rock Trail weaves between 
towering sandstone walls and truck-sized boulders before descend-
ing toward Lost Lake. And if you’ve hiked here through all seasons and 
explored every nook and cranny as Bellingham geologist George Mustoe 
has, you would notice one compelling detail...

Chuckanut’s 
Rock Trail brings

UP CLOSEDRAMATIC GEOLOGY
By: Tan Vinh

Geology up close

On other trails, the unusual 
stratigraphic details of the 
Chuckanut Range can be 
seen — with binoculars. 
But here, you can touch 
the grainy surface or nose 
right into the cavities of the 
sandstone walls.
The trail showcases three 
rock cliffs, each at least 
100 feet high, the walls 
pocked with cavities so 
large they’re like small 

caves.
Those cavities — called 
Tafoni weathering — have 
grown wider over the de-
cades as moisture burrows 
deeper into them.

“It’s like a microclimate 
effect,” said Mustoe. “The 
weathering inside the 
cavities has accelerated 
because of the damp-
ness.” To allow close-up 
views of the unusual rock 
formations, the Wash-

ington Trails Association 
constructed a zigzagging 
130-step staircase down 
a 400-foot ravine and then 
carved a path to run along 
the sandstone walls.

Some of the hole patterns 
look like a Connect Four 
game. Others have vertical 
patterns that Mustoe says 
were accentuated by the 
rainwater cascading down 
the cliff wall. (Continued on 
page 27)

CLIFF.”

LITERALLY
at 
the 
foot 
of 
the 

If you held your arms straight, you would be touching the cliff face,” 

he says. “The close-up path to the rock outcrop — that’s a feature 

you don’t see in other trails around this area. You can walk for just 

a half-hour. It’s not a trail where you have to go a long way to get to 

the best part.”

     You’re 
walking

Start

Located at the highest point of 
Larrabee State Park, off Chucka-
nut Drive, the Rock Trail is con-
sidered a geological wonder and 
an engineering marvel in its trail 
design, several geologists say.
 
 Completed last  Janu-
ary, it’s one of the few new trails 
built in Western Washington in re-
cent years, and one of the most 
elaborate, for sure, with sweep-
ing stairs, a pedestrian bridge 
and a half-dozen switchbacks 

with peek-a-boo views of Mount 
Baker, Twin Sisters and, during 
leaf-free winter months, Samish 
Bay.

At 1.2 miles, this trail connects 
the Cyrus Gates Overlook at the 
top of Cleator Road to Lost Lake 
via South Lost Lake Trail. Turn 
right to Fragrance Lake for an 
additional two-mile hike.

“

Geology up 
close

On other trails, the 
unusual stratigraphic 
details of the Chucka-
nut Range can be seen 
— with binoculars. But 
here, you can touch the 
grainy surface or nose 
right into the cavities of 
the sandstone walls.
The trail showcases 
three rock cliffs, each at 
least 100 feet high, the 
walls pocked with cavi-
ties so large they’re like 
small caves.
Those cavities — called 
Tafoni weathering — 
have grown wider over 
the decades as mois-
ture burrows deeper 
into them.

“It’s like a microclimate 
effect,” said Mustoe. 
“The weathering inside 
the cavities has accel-
erated because of the 

dampness.” To allow 
close-up views of the 
unusual rock forma-
tions, the Washington 
Trails Association 
constructed a zigzag-
ging 130-step staircase 
down a 400-foot ravine 
and then carved a path 
to run along the sand-
stone walls.

Some of the hole pat-
terns look like a Con-
nect Four game. Others 
have vertical patterns 
that Mustoe says were 
accentuated by the 
rainwater cascading 
down the cliff wall.

CLIFF.

LITERALLY
at 
the 
foot 
of 
the 

If you held your arms straight, you would be touching the cliff 

face,” he says. “The close-up path to the rock outcrop — that’s a 

feature you don’t see in other trails around this area. You can walk 

for just a half-hour. It’s not a trail where you have to go a long way 

to get to the best part.”

“You’re 
walking

1.5 mi

Start

Located at the highest point of 
Larrabee State Park, off Chucka-
nut Drive, the Rock Trail is con-
sidered a geological wonder and 
an engineering marvel in its trail 
design, several geologists say.
 
 Completed last January, 
it’s one of the few new trails built 
in Western Washington in recent 
years, and one of the most 
elaborate, for sure, with sweep-
ing stairs, a pedestrian bridge 
and a half-dozen switchbacks 

with peek-a-boo views of Mount 
Baker, Twin Sisters and, during 
leaf-free winter months, Samish 
Bay.

At 1.2 miles, this trail connects 
the Cyrus Gates Overlook at the 
top of Cleator Road to Lost Lake 
via South Lost Lake Trail. Turn 
right to Fragrance Lake for an 
additional two-mile hike.
(Continued on page 27)

Geology up close

On other trails, the unusual 
stratigraphic details of the 
Chuckanut Range can be 
seen — with binoculars. 
But here, you can touch 
the grainy surface or nose 
right into the cavities of the 
sandstone walls.
The trail showcases three 
rock cliffs, each at least 
100 feet high, the walls 
pocked with cavities so 
large they’re like small 

caves.
Those cavities — called 
Tafoni weathering — have 
grown wider over the de-
cades as moisture burrows 
deeper into them.

“It’s like a microclimate 
effect,” said Mustoe. “The 
weathering inside the 
cavities has accelerated 
because of the damp-
ness.” To allow close-up 
views of the unusual rock 
formations, the Wash-

ington Trails Association 
constructed a zigzagging 
130-step staircase down 
a 400-foot ravine and then 
carved a path to run along 
the sandstone walls.

Some of the hole patterns 
look like a Connect Four 
game. Others have vertical 
patterns that Mustoe says 
were accentuated by the 
rainwater cascading down 
the cliff wall. (Continued on 
page 27)

CLIFF.”

LITERALLY
at 
the 
foot 
of 
the 

If you held your arms straight, you would be touching the cliff face,” 

he says. “The close-up path to the rock outcrop — that’s a feature 

you don’t see in other trails around this area. You can walk for just 

a half-hour. It’s not a trail where you have to go a long way to get to 

the best part.”

     You’re 
walking

Start

Located at the highest point 
of Larrabee State Park, off 
Chuckanut Drive, the Rock 
Trail is considered a geologi-
cal wonder and an engineer-
ing marvel in its trail design, 
several geologists say.
 
 Completed last  
January, it’s one of the few 
new trails built in Western 
Washington in recent years, 
and one of the most elabo-
rate, for sure, with sweeping 

stairs, a pedestrian bridge and 
a half-dozen switchbacks with 
peek-a-boo views of Mount 
Baker, Twin Sisters and, dur-
ing leaf-free winter months, 
Samish Bay.

At 1.2 miles, this trail con-
nects the Cyrus Gates 
Overlook at the top of Cleator 
Road to Lost Lake via South 
Lost Lake Trail. Turn right to 
Fragrance Lake for an ad-
ditional two-mile hike.

“
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Refinement

With the critique of those around me, I decided on one overall 

design, which happened to use the image I was less attached 

to initially. Throughout the refinement process of this spread, I 

made small adjustments to the opening spread, only changing 

subtle elements. As for the continuation spread, I experiment-

ed with different graphic sizes, picture influences, and headline 

dominance.



WHATCOM COUNTY — The aptly named Rock Trail weaves between 
towering sandstone walls and truck-sized boulders before descend-
ing toward Lost Lake. And if you’ve hiked here through all seasons and 
explored every nook and cranny as Bellingham geologist George Mustoe 
has, you would notice one compelling detail...

Chuckanut’s 
Rock Trail brings

UP CLOSEDRAMATIC GEOLOGY
By: Tan Vinh

Geology up close

On other trails, the unusual 
stratigraphic details of the 
Chuckanut Range can be 
seen — with binoculars. 
But here, you can touch 
the grainy surface or nose 
right into the cavities of the 
sandstone walls.
The trail showcases three 
rock cliffs, each at least 
100 feet high, the walls 
pocked with cavities so 
large they’re like small 

caves.
Those cavities — called 
Tafoni weathering — have 
grown wider over the de-
cades as moisture burrows 
deeper into them.

“It’s like a microclimate 
effect,” said Mustoe. “The 
weathering inside the 
cavities has accelerated 
because of the damp-
ness.” To allow close-up 
views of the unusual rock 
formations, the Wash-

ington Trails Association 
constructed a zigzagging 
130-step staircase down 
a 400-foot ravine and then 
carved a path to run along 
the sandstone walls.

Some of the hole patterns 
look like a Connect Four 
game. Others have vertical 
patterns that Mustoe says 
were accentuated by the 
rainwater cascading down 
the cliff wall. (Continued on 
page 27)
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If you held your arms straight, you would be touching the cliff face,” 

he says. “The close-up path to the rock outcrop — that’s a feature 

you don’t see in other trails around this area. You can walk for just 

a half-hour. It’s not a trail where you have to go a long way to get to 

the best part.”

     You’re 
walking

Start

Located at the highest point 
of Larrabee State Park, off 
Chuckanut Drive, the Rock 
Trail is considered a geologi-
cal wonder and an engineer-
ing marvel in its trail design, 
several geologists say.
 
 Completed last  
January, it’s one of the few 
new trails built in Western 
Washington in recent years, 
and one of the most elabo-
rate, for sure, with sweeping 

stairs, a pedestrian bridge and 
a half-dozen switchbacks with 
peek-a-boo views of Mount 
Baker, Twin Sisters and, dur-
ing leaf-free winter months, 
Samish Bay.

At 1.2 miles, this trail con-
nects the Cyrus Gates 
Overlook at the top of Cleator 
Road to Lost Lake via South 
Lost Lake Trail. Turn right to 
Fragrance Lake for an ad-
ditional two-mile hike.
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Ultimately, I ended up with a more graphic oriented layout, using a relationship between graphic shapes, varying text sizes, 

and the trail course. I discarded the excess photographs in order to build the simplicity, flow, and support the text. The full 

image background helps unite the two spreads and create texture for the article. The simple color scheme can be found 

in the natural elements of the photos and the lound, simple, contrasting heirarchy of text emphasizes the quiet immensity of 

the geology along the trail. 


